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DDRESS 10 THE PEOPLE!

The Democracy of Wisconsin.

ADOPTED IN STATE CONVENTION, AT |
MILWAUKEE, SEPT. 24, 1882. ‘

We address you in a tume of great trial and
calamity. We address you in a time of na-
tional suffering and sorrowing. We address
you in a crisis of fearfal penl to the Union,
and to the free institutions established by our
fathers in the several States, We do so with
a solemn sense of the responsibilities resting
upon us in common with the whole American
people. We do so with the single design of
contributing all our aid to the preservation of
the Union, the Constitution and the liberties
of the States. And we propose to do so, ac-
cording to our lights, fearlessly and openly,
let whatever new power frown upon the
ancient American birthright of freedom of
“'1"\'1' i

Our State Constitution, asserting the in-
wviolable ri;_'ht of Liberty of poli:i-'al tﬂﬂ'u&‘ioll.
adopts an American maxim as old as Ameri-
ewm independence, when it declares that “the
blessings of a free government can only be
miintained by frequent recurrence to funda-
mental principles.” And whosoever, in what-
soever position, asserts that there has come a
time in American history, when freedom of
speech should be suppressed, when the safe-
guard of political oppesition should be aban-
doned, and the voice of all parties, except
one, should be silenced; when the Admims-
tration of the Government should pass un-
censured and unquestioned ; when loyalty to
the institutions of our country should give
way to passive submission to our rulers, has
litile sympathy with the spirit of the liberty
won by the valor of our fathers, or of the free
institutions esiablished by their wisdom. In |
a free country the freedom of the people |
abides in peace and war, in domestic tran-
quility and civil discord. The Constitution
of the United Staies, and the Constituions
of the several States, provide alike for all the
exigencies of peace at home and abroad, of
foreign var, and of domestic nsurrection.
The Coustitution of the United States, and
the laws enacted in pursuapce of it, are the |
supreme law of the land in all conditions of |
the country. The Constitution is inviolate in |
all circumstances of the people and the gov- |
ernmént. State necessity bas no power to
suspend the Constitution or abridge the free-
dom of the people. State necessity, as an |
excuse for invading popular liberty, has been
in all history the tyrant’s plea. When popu-
lar liberty succumbs to the cry of State ne-
cessity, the land bas already ceased to be free.

Lovyalty, in America, is the franchize of no
office or officer. American loyalty is aue to |
the Coustitution alone. Fidelity to the Cou- |
stitution it loyalty to the Union. There isno |
Union ouiside the Constitution. The Consti- |
stution is the Union. And whatever man, offi
cer, or party,assumes 10 be true to the Union,
and not to the Constitution as our forefathers
made it, and our fithers enjoyed it, is disloyal
to both. Blind submission to the Administra-
tion of the Government, is not devotion to
the country or the Constitution. The Ad-
ministration is not the Government.
Government is established by the Constitution, |
aod rests in its provisions. The Administra-
tion is as subject to the Constitution, and as
responsible for its observance, as the people.
Tue Administration may err, but the Consti-
tation does not change. And when the Ad-
ministration violates the Constitution, loyalty
to the Administration may become disloyalty
to the Union. Devotion to the Constitution
is the only American loyalty.

In times of peace and prosperity, there is
little danger of the loyalty of the people for-
saking the Constitution for the principles of a
Ety. or the policy of an Administration.

in days of civil discord and convulsion,
trere i: danger of patriotism being blindfolded,
mistaking the objects of its faith, and trans-
ferring to the scrvaut of its altar the devotion
dne only to the altar iself. And in such
days it is the duties of all parties o consider
well their position, and to determine how far
their loyalty to the Constitution is consistent
with their support «f the Administration of
the Government.

Almost as old as the Ul:lil)!_l, founded in the

s
i a.Il the

States, the Demoeratic party has no new
principles to enunciate, no new loyally to

. It has always been, as it is, Lhe party
of the Constitution. In all its carver, the
Constitation bas been its only creed. It has
bnn:l:‘fmd by defeat and elated by sue-

has at times mistaken the true
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| the fathers of the Constitution.

The |

ocratic party was as subject to accident a- its
rivals.
it has survived all its defeats, while its ancient
enemies have not survived oceasional success.
The reason is apparent. Jt was founded on
' the true principles of our Government, and
guided by true sympathy with the spirit of
American institutions.
rower comprehension of the genius of the
American people, and in mistaken views of
| the principles of the Constitution. They died
the death of error; it lives the life of trath.
The history of the couniry is the history of |
the Democratic party. With occasional in-|
termissions, it has administered the National
Government and guided the mark of Ameri-
can history. Under its influence, the true |
spirit of the Constitution displaced the nar- |
| row and un-American comprehension of our |
| system of Government which originally pre-
' vailed, and gave tone to the Adminisiration
of the elder Adams. Under its influence the
commercial and economical interests of the |
country were emancipated from the hot honse
| system of tarifis and carrency, which bound |

| American energy and skill in the chains of |
| Enropean theory. Under its leadership, the |
American flag was carried in glory thiough |
war, and sent in peace floating in security over |
all the seas of commerce. Under its leader- |
J ship the area of the country was almost
doubled, and new fields of enterprise were
| populated by prosperons American commu-
nities. Under the guidance of no other party
was any great stride made in civil or com-
mercial prosperity, was a war ever waged |
! with a foreign enemy, was an acre of territory

ever added to our vast domain. The Demo-

cratic party led the country from its feeble |
and poor condition at the ln-gi!llling of I.!n,'

present century, to the great and glorious

empire of freedom, the unparalleled political

and material prosperity, in which it met with

its last defeat in the Presidential election of
1860,

Such defeats of the great party of the
country never before carried with them per-
manent ¢vil to the nation. The old opponents
of' the Democracy took the Administration of
the Government upon its defeat, and surren-
dered it again upon its suceess, the Constitu-
tion and the Union remaining urimparred.
The auncient antagonists of the Democracy,
whatever their sins of doctrine or action, were

| national parties, resting upon no scctional

olicy, representing no sectional constitueney.

Vhen in power, they administered the Gov-

ernment upon the policy of a majority of the

whole country. When in opposition they
spoke for a minority of the whole conuntry.

They were loyal because they were national. |
']‘h-' l_-nir)!l Was 5;1!;*. Il"('illl.“l‘ Ilh'_\' were !ti_\'.‘ll.

| Their success was harmless to the Constitu-

tion, because it was the defeat of a constito-
tional party, and not of the spirit of the Con-
stitution itself.

The defeat of the Democratic party in 1860
has been followed by the revolt of several of
the States from the Union,and by the present
terrible civil war, because it was defeated by
a sectional party. We reprobate that revolt,
as unnecessary, unjustifiable, unholy, Devo-
ted to the Constitution, we invoke the ven- !
geancee of God upon all who raise their sacre-
hgious Lands against it, whether wearing the
soft gloves of peace or the bloody gauntlets
of war. Bat we aflirm that the revolt and
consequent civil war were a long foretold and
pn)lml:lu: result of the acceesion te power of

| a sectional party, because their success was

the defeat of the spirit of the Constitution.
In so vast a union of States, of such differ-
ing interests, habits and institutions, the dan-
ger of sectional parties to the prace and per-
manence to the l.'nion. was early foreseen by
The Father
of his Country, himself, gave voice to these
apprehensions in his Farewell Address in
1796. He passed a enloginm upon the Union,
which no tongue or pen has sinece improved.
He urged the “umity of the Govermment
which constitutes us one people.” He im-
pressed nﬂx'm the nation, that it was “a main
pillar in the edifice of our real independence;
the sapport of our tranguility at home; of our |
power abroad, of our safety, of our prosperi-
ty, of the very liberty which we so highly
prize.” In a spirit of prophecy, be cautioned
the people and their postenity against the
dangers it might encoeater, and with his
pariing words invoked them “indignantly to
frown upon the first dawning of every attem; t
to alienate any portion of our country from
the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred ties which
now linked together the various parts.” He
enlarged upon the mutual dependence of the
various parts of the country, North and South,
East and West; he warned us against partics
founded on “geographical discriminations
whenee designing men may endeavor to ex-
cite a belief that there is a real difference of
local interests and views.” He foretold that |
“one of the expedients of party is to acquire

influence within particular districts, is o mis-

represent the opinions and aims of other dis-
tricts,” He forewarned us that “we could
not shield ourselves too much against the |
jealousies and heart-burnings which would
spring from these misrepresentations, which |
tend to renderaliens to cach other, those who |
ought to be bound together by fraternal affec-
tion.” Fearful prophecy, fearfully fulfilled!
How the great spirit of the illustrious Wash-
ington would have mourned had he been able
to foresee the tull and terrible measure of the |
| danger he foretold, tbe insane and terrible
disregard of his holy advice which has accom-
plished it. |
There was no reason why the several States
| of the Union should not have abided together
in harmony for all time. Their domestie in-
stitations, their social conditon, and their
| habits of life, differed indeed from the begin-
{ning. And, in the language of General
' ar:'i:on, “this difference was unavoidably in-
| ereased by the varying principles upon which
the American colonies were oniginally planted: |
| principles which had taken deep root in their |
| social relations before the revolution, and |
therefore, of necessity, influencing their policy |
|since they become free and independent |
| States.” The progress of all the States was |
| great, but fregqueatly in different directions.
| But the Constitution left to the several States
the exclusive control of their domestic con-
cerns; and had the spirit of Constitution pre- |

lations of the States in the Union. The
elavery of the African race

{ the most im
ﬁs:heac Elit!‘snnees. Constitation was a
compact of compromises, and in no instance
more wisely or génerously so than in relation
to the institution of slavery. And had the
several States of Union abided in their poli-
tics by that neceasary and imous spirit
of compromise, the {/nion wonld now be un-
disturbed, and ancient harmony and prosper-

It bas been frequently defeated. But |

They rested in a nar- |

vailed, differences of domestic institutions |
would never have disturbed the peaceful re- |

formed from the |
t and dangerous

ity would reign where civil war now
Fanatictam is the bane of harmony.
has disturbed many States and overturned
many governments. It isone of the most diffi-
cult social evils to deal with. It is a growth
prosperity, and yet gains strength under per-
secution. It often appeals to the wost gener-
judi ity; it often wears the

It |

Unfortunately, among many elements of|
good and greatness, fanaticism emigrated to |

 garded by the Abolitionists; and the Abolition |
party continued to teach its treasonable doc- |

this country. Frowm time to time, it has played | trines, and to preach its crusade agaist the

its
ligious liberty in American history.
from time to time, scnt forth various heretical
dogmas of politics. It has asserted a bigher
law, above the Constitution itself. It has in
recent memorable words, sought to do in the
name of God what could not be done in the
name of the Constitation. y

It finally found employment fatal to the |
political abolition. |

ace of the country in
e North had rid itself of the incubus of |
slavery. The North was as respousible for
slavery inm the South, as the South itself is.
Bat fanaticism became offended with Southern
slavery; and overlooking home evils and home

reforms, it devoted itself to the discussion of |

the evils of Afriean slavery, clamoring against
its criminality and urging its abolition. It
disregarded the Constitution, and denounced
its guarantees of the rights of slavery as a
compact of sin and shame. Many of its
teachers openly advocated disunion; and
many more proclaimed an irrepressible con-
flict between the domestic systems of the
North and the South, arguing that the Statcs
of the Union must become all free or all slave. |

These dangerous and revolutionary doc-
trines have a.Tways been combatted by the
Democratic party. The Democracy bas no
apology to make for Southern slavery. We
regard it as a great social evil. But we re-
gard it as a misfortune, not a crime. The
crime is in the presence of the African race
upon the continent. This is a erime of the
past, not of the present. And even in the |
past, it was less the erime of the South, than |
of those who grew rich in the slave trade,and |
who new clamor for the abolition of slavery |
which they themselves planted. We hold |
this country to be the possession of the white
race, and this Government to be instituted by
white men for white men. We commis:erate
the condition of the slave; but we are unwil-
ling 10 violate the Constitution in his behalf,
or to disturb society by emancipating four
willions of an inferior race in a land posscssed |
by a superior race. Itis the sin of history
that the African race ix here;

once l!l\”' il‘..l.
great numbers, the proper condition of the |
African was subjection 1n some form to the |
white. Equality wasimpossible, Nature has |
made ﬁ-ﬂ'?i-’d equality impossible without fatally |
sinning against her laws, and without social |
equality political equality is impossible. Na-
ture pever placed the races together; when |
brought together, the servitude of the inferior |
is the best condition for both races; a necessary
evil resulting from the violation of natural
law in bringing them together.

Bat fanaticism did not so sec it. Fanaticism |
ai the North, unembarrassed by the presence
of slavery, did not see slavery as a necessary
evil, but only as an abstract wrong. It conld
make no allowance for the condition of the |
South, and had no toleration for the compro-
mises of the Constitution, or the safegvards
which it extended to the institutions of thr|
South.

For a long time the abolition party wasa
weak political minority; but it was from the |
beginning an energetic and davgerous apostle |
of unconstitutional doctrines, and of sectional |
jealousies and distrusts. .

As long ago as 1837, the warrior statesman,
Andrew Jackson, in his Farewell Address,
warned us against it. He quoted the warn-
ings of Washington, and said:

“The lessons contained in this invaluable
legacy of Washington to his countrymen, |
should be cherished in the heart of every cit-
izen to the latest generation, and perhaps at
no period of time could they be more usefully
thon at the prescnt momoent.
For when we look apon the scenes which are
passing around us, and dwell upon the pages
of his parting address, his paternal counsels
would seem to be not merely the offspring of
wisdom and foresight, but the voice ot proph-
ecy, foretelling eveants, and warning us of the
evil to come. * * ® ¢ The Federal
Counstitution was then regarded by him as an
experiment. * ® ® € The trial has
been made. It succeeded beyond the proud-
est hopes of those who framed it. Every |
quarter of this widely extended nation has
felt yts blessings, and shared in the general
prosperity produced by its adoption. But
amid this general prosperity and splendid suc- |
cess, the dangers of w\u‘;‘! he warned us, are
becoming every day more evident, and the
signs of evil arve sufliciently apparent to awa-
ken the deepest anxiely in the bosom of the |
patriot. We now behold svstematic efforts
pubiicly made to sow the seeds of discord be-
tween different parts of the United States,
and to place party divisions directly upon
geographical distinctions; to excite the South |
against the North, and the North against the
South, and to force into the controversy the
most delicate and excited topies, upon which '
it is imlun-tih]v that a laree portion of the
Union can ever speak without strong emo-
tions. Appeals, too, ave constantly made to |
sectional interests, ® ® ® & .50 the |
wossible dissolution of the Union has at length

ecome an ordinary and familiar subject of
discussion.

“Has the warning voice of Washington |
been forgotten, or have designs already been
formed to sever the nation? * * * & @
Muiual suspicions and reproaches may in time
create mutual bostility; and artful and desigo-
ing men will always be found, who are ready |
to foment these fatal divisions, and to inflame
the natural jealousies of different sections of
thecountry. ® * # & Delude not your-
selves into the belief that a breach once made
may be afterwards repaired. It the Union
is once severed, the line of separation will
grow wider and wider, and the controversies
which are now debated and settled in the
halls of legislation, will be tried in the fields
of battle, and determined by the sword. * |
* & @« The Constitution cannot be main-
tained, nor the Union preserved, in opposition
to public feeling, by the mere exertion of the |
coercive powers confided to the General Gov- |
ernment. The foundations must be laid in
the affections of the people; in the security it |
gives to life, liberty, character and property
in every quarter of the country; and in the |
fraternal attachment which the citizens of’ the
several States bear to one another, as mem-
bers of one political family mutually contrib-
uting to promote the happiness of each other. |
Hence the citizens of every State should
studiously avoid everything calculated o
wound the sensibility or offend the just
of the people of other States; and they s
frown upon any proceedings within their own
borders likely to disturb the tranquility of
their \poll ical brethren in other portions of
the Union. * * * Each State has
unquestionable right to regulate its own
ternal concerns, according to itsown
¢ & & & Andall efforts on the
the e of other States to cast odium on
their institutions, and all measures caleulated
to disturb their rights o property, or to put
in jeopardy their peace and internal tranquil-
ity, are in direct opposition to the spirit in
which the Union was founded, and must en-
danger its safety. Motives of philanthropy
may be assigned for this unwarrantable inter-
ference, and weak men may them-

remembered

the
in-
of

t in marring tha record of civil and re- |
It has, |

| sootional ]mwiv.-d HES I't‘\'u'.lll,jﬂl]&l‘\'.
our system they are essentially so; for no sec-

' the laws of the United States.

judicial process of the United States.

South and its mnstitutions.

The results so wisely foretold, necessarily |
The denunciation of the South at |

followed.
the North, was met by denancistion of the
North at the South,
to the institutions of the South provoked hos- |
tility in the South to the peaple of the North.
The great mass of the people of the South |
were loyal to the Union; but a class of pub- |
lic men in the South had for some timé been |
tainted with disloyalty, and aimed to separate |
all the Sonthern States from the Union, |
whenever an o;:Lortnnitv should arise to carry I
the peo]i-le of the South with them. These |
men zealously contributed to foment the Ab-‘
olition excitement at the North, and exaoger- |
ated its power and importance at the Sonth. |
Thus faction begot faction; and the Abolition |
party at the North produced the’disunion |
party at the South. The spirit of N--rlhvr::|
Abolition and of Southern disunion insensibly
grew together for years, until the period of |
the last Presidential election, when a bitter
animosity existed between large and power- |
ful factions in the North and in the South.

In the meantime, in 1854-6, the Whig
party most unhappily abandoned its organiza-

tions, and the present Republican was
founded on he basis ‘of the old” Abalition
party. The best and most enlightened pa-|
triots of the Whigs refused all alliance with |
the new sectional party; but the vast body of
the Whigs surrendered their national tics |
to its narrow and sectional bigotry. The !
great leaders of the Whig party were gone. |
The mighty voice of Webster, which always|
spoke for the whole country, and never utter- |
ed a sectional dogma, was silent forever. The |
great head and heart of Clay, whose states-|
manship had served to save the Union from |
more than one peril, and was as broad as the |
Union itself, lay low in death. Had these
great lights of the Whig party survived, we |
fully believe that they would have saved their |
party from the shame of prostituting itself in |
the unholy embraces of a sectional and rmu—l'
tionary organization. But they were gone: |
pigmies sat in the seats of giants; the Whig |
party went out of being, and the Republican |
party was ingrafted on the Abolition party. |

ft is true that the Republican party avows
its abolition tendencies less manfully than the
old Abolition party. They assume to inter-
fere with slavery in the Territories and other |
places subject to the jurisdiction of the United |
States only, and not in the States. This thin |
disguise of their real policy, is fully exposed
by the uniforn: tone of their discussion of|
slavery, by their resistance of the fugitive |
slave law, by their avowal of an irrepressible
conflict between the institutions of the North |
and the South, and by the whole tenor of|
their legislation wherever and whenever they
have been in power. That a large and re-
spectable body of the party have no sympathy
with its abolition proclivities, 1s perbaps true;
but there is no room for doubt that the aboli- |
tion element in that party is i's largest, most
energetie, and influential element. [

With the strength and influence of the Re-
publican party, grew the strength and influ-
ence of the party of secession. Both were
sectional; both were revolutionary.

It would be idle to show the revolutionary
character of the secession party. Its revolu- |
tionary purposes were avowed. The Repub-

| lican party was no less revolutionary, thongh

its revolutionary tendencies were less manifest.
It is evident, from what has already been
seen, that Washington and Jackson, fit repre-
sentatives of the sages aond patriots of the
revolutionary and succeeding eras, regarded
Under |

tional party could accomplish any end, except
by the severence of the bonds of fraternity
and unity between the different parts of the
country upon which the Union rests. Itis
not we who say, it is the sages and patriots of
the past who have said, that in American pol- |

| itics every sectional party is essentially dis-

loyal to the Union.

In almost every State of the Union, in
which the Republican party had the power,
they enacted laws impeding the esecution of
Such laws
were passed by them in this State. A Re- |
publican judiciary for this State nullified acts |
of Congress, assumed to overrule the decis-
wns of the Sopreme Count of the United
States in cases arising under the Constitution
and laws of the Union, disobeyed its man-

| dates, and sanctioned by judicial deeision the |

forcible rescue of prisoners held under Ilihel

ut |
not contert with this measure of dislovalty,
the Republican Legislature of this State |
passed in 1859, and has ever since refused to
rescind, resolutions setting at defiance the au-
thority of the United States, and asserting
the doctrine of secession as broadly as it has
ever been asserted by any Southern State.
This is well understood at home, by Demo-
crats and Republicans; but to aveid the sus- |
picion of exaggeration abroad, we here insert
two of these resolutions in full:

“ Resolved, That the Gorernment formed
by the Constitutiono” . « ed States was
not made the exelns 0. linal judge of:
the extent of its powers dvlegatcd to itself;
but that, as in all other cases of compact |
having no commou judge, each party has an
equal right to judge for itself, as well of in-
fractions as of the mode and measure of RE-
DRESS.

“Resolved, That the principle and construc-
tion contended for by the party which now
rules in the councils of the nation, that the
General Government is the exclusive jud
of the extent of the powers delegated to it,
stop nothing short of despotism, since the dis-
cretion of those who administer the Govern-
ment, and not the Constitution, would be the
measure of their powers; that the several
States which formed that instrument, being |
sovereign and independent, have the unques- |
tionable right to judge of its iffraction; and
that a posiive defiance of those sovereignties,
of all unauthorized acts done or attempted
to be done under color of that instrumeunt, is
the RIGHTFUL REMEDY."”

These resolutions had relation, not to the’
acts of the executor of the United States or
even of Congress, but to a solemn decision of
the Supreme Court of the United Statesu
the Constitution and laws of the United
States. This is the doctrine caught from se- |
ceding. South Carolina by Republican Wis-
consin, and repeated by the Republican party
of b“ﬁscon.ain, in full communion with the Re-
publican party of the north, to justify seces-
sion in every disloyal State in tne South.

Thus the Republican party, as well as the |
secession y, was revolutionary. And
these i ; parties grew in numbers
and influence down to the tial elec-
tional of 1860, when the Democralic party
was defeated by the sectional influences of
both

0‘:‘:‘:‘7,. s distingui

Hostility in the North '

———
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is, and the Union as it was; and whose zeal
for the preservation of the country sacrificed
his life 1n its prime.
_ The histor{)::f the Convention which nom-
inated Mr, Douglas, plainly shows that the
champions of secession had no hope to carry
the people of the South with them, save by
dcfeatingr
th. The whole tone and temper ot the
publican leaders and press at the North,
belore and during the session of the Conven-
tion, plainly shows that they had no hope of
clecting their candidate, save by divert
the Sounth from the Democralic candidate to
the Secession candidate. Thus the action of
the two sectional parties tended to the same

those forgiven by the law, will again be our[ Courts, except before a jury in the Constitu-
political brothers. The restored States will| tional District Courts of the United States;
return to the Union with all the rights of other | or to subject such persons to such trisl, except
States. To win back the confidence and af| upon the indictment of a grand jury. These
fection of their le, and to restore the rights are gnaranteed to every person, under
Union in the spirit of the Constitution, the | all circumstances, by the Constitution itself.
sectional party atthe North must be vigor-| And we fully believe that the loyal of

‘at the ballot-box by the Democratic
the only national, constitutional P'BJ eft in

‘the land. If the Democratic party should be |
disbanded, or should suffer itself to remain in- |
 active, the South would retain its old distrust |
‘of the Republican party, and its old aversion |
to the General Government administered by |
'it. It would then believe that the whole |

the candidate of the Democratic | ously combatted, and in due time overthrown | the United States are worthy of their fathers,
rty, |

who framed the Constitution, and will be
found unwilling to surrender rights so sacred
and =0 essential to their liberties.

We believe that the Executive acts of
which we complain, were done rather in inad-
vertency by subordinate officers, than in the
deliberate purpose of subverting the Consti-
tution, or with the sanction of tiie President.

result of the Presidential election. Had Mr.  North was indeed given up to abolition, and| The stretch of power, however, is too
Douglas been clected, secession could not | that the weaker South would receive no jus-| and too dangerous to the liberties of the

have prevailed at the South, and the several
amms of Loth seetional parties would have
been alike defeated.

tice from the stronger North. But if the |
| South sces the Republican party defeated, |

| and the ancient defenders of its rights against |

le, to pass without the protest of the frée and
oyal Democracy. If done as a part of a full
and deliberate policy, they strike at the root

The result was the defeat of Mr. Douglas, | sectional influences once morein power in the | of American liberty, and we are drifting
and the election of the Republican candidate. | Union, or even bold in maintaining its old | from the safie anchorage of the Constitution

We have no personal objection to the distin-
%lu:‘hl.‘d gentleman who now sits in the seat of
Vashington. His election was perbaps less
mischievous than that of any other prominent
Republican. The evil of his election belongs
to his party, not to himself. The good he has
dene 1s in a great degree persoral to him.
Republican as he is, he has not forgotten his
old national patiiotism. TIf he has not always,
he has often, resisted the abolition element in
his party, and stemmed the tide of its revolu-
tonary course. In this he has done the
country immeasurable service; and we hope
that he will continue to stand as a barrier as
well as against the most destructive faction of
his own party, as against the armed enemy of
the Union. The responsibilities of his posi-
tion are such as might awe any man: and in
all his efforts to sustain the Constitution against
revolution and innovation, he has our hearty
sympathy and support.

The election was the signal tor the move-
ment of secession. It was no excuse for the
guilt of disunion. The insincerity and bad
faith of the leaders im the movement is
demonstrated by the fact that in beth
Houses of Congress there was a safe
majority against the Republican party. Bat
the truth is, that the aposties of secession
were traitors at heart, independent of the
election ; and that they wanted and used the
clection only as a lever to precipitate the
South from its allegiance. They duped the
South into the belief that the entire people of
the North were infected with the leprosy of
abolition.

As it was, we fully believe that the majority
of the whole Southern people stood loyal to
the Union, and that in no seceding State, ex-
cept South Carolina, was the ordinance of se~
cession fairly carried before the people.

The election of Mr, Lincoln, though cffected
by a minority of votes, was carried in all the
forms of the Constitution, was obligatory upon
all the Staves and people thereof, was no pal-
Liation for the unlallowed act of secession,

was no ground for the risks, sufferings, hor- ’

rors. and rain of the most shameless and de-
testable eivil war known in the history of civ-
ilized man.

The standard of revolt was raised, and eivil
war began. Whatever may have been the
relative guilt of the two sectional parties in
the causes which prepared the South for rev-

with the Southern party of secession.

Cong 3
the Government of the United States, not in
the spirit of conquest or subjugation, nor for
the purpose of overthrowing or interfering

but 10 defend and maintain the sapremaey of

the Constitution, and to preserve the Union |

with all the dignity, t!i‘kna];l;- and vights nf the
several Siates Uninlih‘ill't'll: and that as soon as
these objects are accomplished, the war ought
to cease.  Thus carried on, the war is not only
expedient, but neecssary; not only justifiable,
bat holy. It is a defensive war. 1t is a war
of' self-prescrvation. Disunion, once snecess-

| nothing to fear from the assertion of its prin-
olution, the sole guilt in the war itself rests | ciples, and the discussion of its political views.

| sions against the rights of slavery in the slave-

litical warfare against scctional parties and |
mfluences then may the people of the South, |
' misled from the allegiance by the detestable
; intrigues of’ ambitious demagogues, well ho !
' to find once more in the Union old rlghu.oﬁ
blessings, old safety. Disunion is the off-
spring of sectional parties, and the complete
restoration of the Union, in all its old peace
and harmeny, rests upon the utter rout, North
and South, of all séctional parties. The spi-
rit of the Constitution must go hand in hand
with the letter of the Constitution.

It is no less essential to the people of the
loyal States to establish the fulFL reign of the
 spirit of the Constitution; to restore as the

supreme law of the land, in peace and war,
in prosperity and adversity, in all circum-

stitution.
We claim the right, as free and loyal Amer-
ican citizens, to (’ﬁsclls:s the conduct of the |
Administration, and to censure it when we |
| deem it worthy of censure. Ourfathers won |
{ and established this right, and we will not |
surrender it. ' We ntterly deny to the Exec-
utive of the United States the power assumed
by Congress in the sedition act of 1798, to
suppress opposition to the Administration, or
| restrict the full freedom of political discussion
in the loyal States. This would be to assume
a power above the Constitution, The Ad-
winistration has no more power to suspend |
the Constitation than have the people. Thef
Administration is the child of the Constitution,
and the servant of the people. The child |
must not reject the authority of the parent, |
nor the servant usurp the rights of the master.
The Constitution aud the laws give the Ad-
ministration ample power to protect itself and
enforce its authority in the loyal States; and |
| it would at this day be an evil example preg-
| nant with anarchy and disorder, to disregard
the Constitutional rights of the loyal States
| and their people. We cannot bring ourselves
’ to the belief that such a reign of terror is im-
pending over us. We respect the Adminis-
| tration too much for such an apprehension.
| But it such times are upon us, we must play
| our parts like men. and not disavow our prin-
i(-|ples abd opinions like cowards. Loyal to
the core to the Constitution and Government
|of the United States, the Democracy has

lowing much of minor evil to un-

slay, there are |
some grave acts of the executive and legisla-

'tiw departments of the Government, for !
with the rights or institutions of the States, | which we hold the Republican party res

: : : = g
sible, and for which we arraign it at the lmr|
of e‘rubhc opinion.

o deponunce the mischievous and uncon- |
stitiirional tone of much of the discussion |

both Houses of Congress at its late session. |
We hold the general tenor of these discus-

holding States, and in favor of the exercise
by Congress of powers not delegated by the |

ful, would be a recurring evik and instead of | Constitution, to be "““M'“d_." dn"f—’:"“'ﬂ“c "
leavmg a Northern Union and a Southern |sustaining the spirit of secession at the South,
Confederary. would continue its destructive and creating a disregard for the Constitution

career until all of the States would be broken |

and dissevered, nntil the whole country would
be distracted by petty sovereignties and wasted
by petty wartare. We cannot calmly con-
template disunion.
blessings of Union, but no human eye can

netrate the dark and terrible future which
{:- beyond the grave of the Constitution.
The war for the preservation of the Constitu-
tion has all our sympathies, all our hopes, and
all our energics.

Bat we have a right to demand, it is our
duty to demand, and we do demand, that tlas
war be carried on by the Government for the
Constitution alone, and under the Constitution
alone. To that end, amongst others, we retain

our political urgduizatiun,' and will use our |

best efforts from time to time and at all times,
to regain for the Democratic party, nnder the
forms and sanctions of the Constitution, the
control of the legislative and executive de-
partments of the Governinent ot the United
States.

In the meantime, the war must be carried
on, and sustained with all the energies of the
United States, and the people thereof. No
blood or treasure is too dear a price to re-pur-
chase the Union inherited from our fathers,
and to transmit unimpaired to our children.

It is not our proviuce to relate the history
of the war, or to criticise its movements.
Many huandreds of thousands of our loyal
bretﬁrcn have patriotically gone forth to bat-
tle for the Union. All have done nobly, all
have suffered nobly, many have died nobly.

The angel of death has made bloody vacancies |

in many a Northern home. Few have es-
caped without the loss of some near or dear
friend. American liberty has been re-bap-
tized in loyal blood; and hundreds of thou-
sands of loyal men are now in the field, or
hastening thither, to conquer or die for the
Constitution. We owe it to the memory of
the dead, we owe it to the living hosts in the
field, we owe it above all to the Constitution,
to respond with cheerful alacrity to every
constitutional call for men, to submit to every
constitutional exaction of treasure. We owe
all that we have, and all that we are, to the
Union; we must pay the whole debt 1f it be
necessary.

But war is not our whole duty. We owe a
political debt to the Constitution, and that too
must be paid. We adopt the language of
Gen. Jackson, that war alone cannot preserve
the Constitution against disunion. ar can,
and we hope s; y will, subdue the armies
of the revaol States. War can, and we

speedily will, disarm every traitor, pos-
of strength, and uphold the

restored. The ripation of

States in the Government of the

nion must of necessity be voluntary. War
has no power to compel such voluntary action.
The peace and permanency of the restored
Union will de ,in a measure, on the
confidence the e of the recovered
States, in the justice of the General Govern-
ment, and in tiw faithful observance of their
Constitutional rights. War has no power to
inspire this nee. The stabili 'tve:g the

n

at the North.

We denounce the abolition of slavery in
the District of Columbia, at the cost of the
United States, as unconstitutional, and pecu-

We know and love the | liarly mischievous at this time in giving furce |

to the distrust of the North in all the slave |
States.

We denonnce the sweeping end indiserim- |
inate measures of confiseation and emancipa-
tion. as unconstitutional, and as having a!

| strong tendency to unite the whole South |

inst the Union, as one man. !
We believe that these and kindred things |
have had a great weight in diminishing the
| numbers an-rinﬂuence of the Union party at
| the South.
We deny the power of the Executive to
| suspend the writ of habeas corpus in the loyal |
| States. We deny that this act, materially |
changing the lawsot the land, is an Executive
act. We have the authority of the Supreme
Court of the United States, pronounced by |
the voice of Chief Justice Marshall as long
ago as 1807, and affirmed by every commen-
tator on the Counstitution since, that under the |
Constitution of the United States, it is a leg-
islative power. No king has assumed such a |
wer in England, since the revolution. ‘

We deny the power of the Executive to|
make arrests in the loyal States. The sus-|
pension of the writ of habeas corpus, if validly |
done, would not authorize this, There are |
Federal Courts in all the loyal States with |
' full power and jurisdiction to punish all erimes
| against the United States. No, exercise of
Executive power has ever been more odious |
than letters de cachet, by which the Executive |
could arrest and imprison without judicial
writ, accusation, or trial. We hold this man-
ner of arrest in the loyal States, of persons
not in arms against the Government, to be in !
violation of Sec. 2, Art. 8, of the Constitution |
of the United States, and of Art. 4,5 and 6|
of the amendments thereto. And we consider ]
this practice as unnecessary, and tending to '
bring the Constitution into disregard.

We deny the power of the Executive to/
trammel the freedom of the press by the aur— !
pression of newspapers. The press is judicially |
responsible for abuses; but the freedom of the
press, subject to judicial remedies. is essential
to the freedom of the people. And we pro-
test against the manifest partiality with which
this new and dangerous power is exercised.

We deny the recent semi-official definitions
of the erime of treason. “ Treason agai
the United States shall consist only in levying
war against them, or in adhering to their ene-
mies, giving them aid and comfort.” In com-
menting on this definition in the Constitution,
Ju with ap - tlm. the :z
mar] tesquien, that i erime
treason be indeterminate, that alone is suffi-

a

j c!t’ed, the doctrine of constructive treason.
il. was in apprehension of the dangers of con-

structive treason, that .llw definiti

stances of society, the Constitution, the
whole Constitution, and nothing but the Con-| call upon them, for the sake of “liberty and

into an unknown wilderness of cruel waters.

Let whatever may come, the Democracy
will abide by their time-honered principles,
by the Constitution and the Union. “We
will neither surrender our rights, nor forsake
them. We will maintain our counstitutional
liberty at all hazards, and as a nccessary step
towards that end, we will maintain the Union
in like manner. We are for the Constitution
as it is, and the Union as it wase”

We catl upon our brethrcn throughout the
State to organize the party for the coming
election of members of Congress, and of the
State Legislature. We call upon them to
nominate as candidates tried and true Demo-
crats, on strictly party principles, inviting the
support of all persons, but acting in affiliation
with no other party or faction whatever. We

union, now aud forever, one and iuseparable,”
to exert all their constitutional right and
ower to clect conservative men, who will not
lasphemously assume to do any official act in
the name of God, which carnot be done under
the sanction of the Constitution. Se doing
the Democracy of Wisconsin will best serve
the cause of the Union, aud give the highest
proof of their loyvalty to the Constitution.

We claim the right on their behalf and our
own, 1o censure the political acts of the Ad-
ministration, when we think that they deserve
it, and to do all lawfully within our power to
sustain the supremacy of the Constitution in
all places North and South, and over all per-
sous in office, and out of it. And o that end
we devote our bearts, minds and estates to aid
the Administration in the most vigorous and
1-]:0.‘(‘{1_\' prosecution of the war waged against
the Union by the revolted States.  We believe
that in so doing we fulfill the most sacred
duty we owe o the Constitution.

And to this, we solemnly pledge the faith
of our party and ourselves, until the war be
ended and the Constitution restored, as the
supreme law of the land, in every State of

the Union.
e S—
Feclings of the Siaves,

Mr.W.H
pondent of the New York Times, who suffered
imprisomment st the hands of the rebels from the
time of the Lresking out of the rebellion up to a

Huezisrrr, the well known curres”

few weeks ago_is writing a series of letters for
that paper giving the result of his observations

in the South. With reference to the negroes,

» | . - . * g » i " r i £ ! " - .
gress has declared the war is waged by | noticed, in view of the difficult part which the | " whom the fanatical theorists count so confi
| Administration has had to

deutly to nid i crushing the rebellion, Mr. Huxe-
suRT gives the ollowing information:

Of course there are negroes, and not & few of
them. who, by their natural goud sense, or their
accidental advantages of education, are enabled
to understand enough of passing events to make
them associste the name ol the “Yankee” with
T NP ]

£ I, B 1hp aysecms o

gro of the South has unquestionabily Ymbil a
vapue birror and  dislike of the "Yﬁllkt‘t." "
hotror and disiike which time and experience will
no doubt v ear away, h'ul “'hlt'll musi lrt‘ 1‘151!{_'18!’
to o0 operate with the natural docility and the
cat-like 1| attachments of the negro race, in
making the negroes subservient to the war policy
of their masiers, wheret ér the armias of the Union

o

“fuil actually w fix themselves, and to supersede

the ald sucinl order by a pew. Even the intelli-
gent smong the blackz, those who comprebend
the meaning of’ the freedom thev desive nud nre
wiliing o do their pari toward securing it, are oo
intellizent not to recognize the fact that thee is
a tnass of pesro ignomuce and prejudice o be
overcome before the slaves ean Le muie 2 pat
forth their hands to the armies of the North,
A Timely Warning.

The following paragraphs are respectively
from two New York papers ol the same date,
the une conservative, the other radical. That
the warning contained in the first parageaph was
timely appesrs plain enough in the second pura

graph:
From the New York World, Sepa., 27.
While thiere = an snforuncie difference of
opiuion as to the effect of the President’s procla
mation, there oaght 1o be none at all as to the
nevessity of hurling all our military puiwer dpon
the rebels su as Lo end the war i possi-
ble Lefore the time designated for the issuance of
the final emancipation proclamation ol the Presi.
dent. It there is any holdiug buck now aiy the
part of the radicals in delaying the filling up of
the armies, or in impeding and embarrassing the
movements of Gen. McClellan, it will be because
they care more for the emancipation prociama
tion than for the Union. Let them be wutched.
Every cousidemation of public policy nmow de-
mands that the war be pushed on with the utmost
vigor.

il e

From the New York Tribune, same date.

Let, then, our Generals stand on the defeusive,
if that be deemed best, and our new levies be
drilled and exercised thronghout the intervening
months [until January ], while our sew irou clads
are being completed and armed, nnd our flests
prepared for ascending every Suuthern riverso
soun as the winter rains shall bave flled their
banks; while the glad tidings speed from Virgivia
to Texas, and dark [aces gleam wt furtive mid-
pight meetings with the knowledge that the Pres-
ident has decreed that the first of January next
shall shatter forever the chains of four palilous
of human beings. If on that aay we shall be
ready nt all points, = few weeks al most must
geal the fute of the slaveholders’ rebellion

pow -

Why tie Rebels :If:!re net followed
on Thursday.

One of the war corcespondeuts of the World
writes as follows: |

The most weighty military reasons existed for
the failure of McClellan to follow up the victory
of Wednesday and 1o renew the battie on the sue-
cewding day. " Two.days of such terrifie Iighl?n‘
ns that on Wednesday s bol in buman capacity.
Many of our General officers were killed and
wounded. Our rsnks bad suffered such losses as
to peed come ~eorganization in many places. Our
men were tired. thou_h not dispirited, and need-
ed a day for rest. The rebels might have had
large numbers of fresh troops in reserve, and out
victors might bave been reversed in favor of the
rebels Hundreds of dead ard wounded were to
be cared for, and besides all thése oonsiderations,
some of which by themselves would not justify
the delay, there was the additional and more im-
portam glct that we hsd not epough amunition to
carry us through another day of bautle. Nooue
but those disposed to disparage the brilliant snd
suecessful management of McClellan against the
invaders of Maryland, can with justice compliain
of hi= frilure to do ‘mun it.hu:wbelmu.r in
driving tham back %o Virginia witha loss o X
11:0:@&. beatra in every action, dhh-tu
and discournge’. =

{3 In a brie[ notice ol Gen. Jefferson C. Da-
vis, the Indie=o State Scatine fulls into no error.
in asserting that voung Davis received his educs-
tion at {m Point. Captain T. W. Gibson, off
thia ciry, with whom Mr. Davis served nsn private

humwhu-z




